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are trying to fight other people's battles, you will be the one
to suffer/' -
Flute of Jade brought some food, but the Moon Lady .would
not touch it. "My head aches, and my heart feels very queer,"
she said. She told Flute of Jade to put a pillow on the bed so
that she might lie down, and asked Picture of Grace to keep
Aunt Wu company. Miss Yii was going, so the Moon Lady
gave orders that a box of cakes and five ch'iens of silver should
be given to her. Then the girl went away.
It was about noon when Hsi-m£n Ch'mg came home after
trying the case at his office. General Ching's man came to ask
for his return card. Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said to him: "Thank your
master for these valuable presents, but they are really too much.
r I should like you to take them back now, and I will accept
them when I have been able to do what he wishes/'
"My master gave me no orders," the man said5, "and I dare
not take them back. It will be just as well if they are kept here."
"In that case," Hsi-mfen Ch'ing said, "thank your master
for me. Here is a card to take back to him." He gave the man
a tael of silver.
Then he went to the Moon Lady's room. She was lying pn
the bed. He spoke to her several times but she would not
answer. He asked the maids what was wrong but none dared
to tell him. Then he went to Golden Lotus's room. She, too,
was lying on the bed and her hair was in disorder. He asked
her what the trouble was and again he got no answer. Then
he went to pack up some silver and, when General Ching's
man had gone, he went to Tower of Jade's room. Tower of
Jade knew that the secret could not be kept so she told him
about the quarrel between the Moon Lady and Golden Lotus.
* In a great state of excitement, Hsi-mfin Ch'ing went to the
Moon Lady's room again. He held her up in his arms. "Why
did you have this quarrel?" he said. "You know you are not
in a fit state of health. Why do you take that little strumpet
seriously? Why did you have a row with her?"
"I did not quarrel with her," the Moon Lady said. "It was
she who started the trouble, I didn't go to her: she came to
me. If you wish to prove it, ask the others. This morning, out
of kindness, I got tea ready and asked her mother to come and*
join us, but, in a: temper, she had sent her mother away. Then

